
The St Leonard’s Reading Canon: Year 8 

We believe that reading a selection of these books will provide pupils with a blend of writing styles, genres, links to British Values and links to the school’s virtues. We also 

believe that it’s important that young people have choice in what they read, rather than being told what to read, which is why there are so many books on this list. 

Over the course of the year, read at least three from the list below and there are huge rewards available! Choose your reads carefully – try to choose books within your ZPD 

and remember to complete an Accelerated Reader quiz once you’ve read one. 

 

 

 

Unbearable!, by Paul Jennings                                                                   

ZPD: 3.2 

Accelerated Reader Quiz Points: 4 

Genre: Fantasy 

British Values Link: Individual Liberty 

School Virtues Link: Curious 

Accelerated Reader Bookfinder Page 

 

Tightrope, by Gillian Cross 

ZPD: 4.2 

Accelerated Reader Quiz Points: 8 

Genre: Mystery 

British Values Link: Rule of Law 

School Virtues Link: Wise 

Accelerated Reader Bookfinder Page 

 

 

Of Mice and Men, by John Steinbeck 

ZPD: 4.5 

Accelerated Reader Quiz Points: 4 

Genre: Historical Fiction 

British Values Link: Tolerance 

School Virtues Link: Compassionate 

Accelerated Reader Bookfinder Page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wink, by Rob Harrell 

ZPD: 3.9 

Accelerated Reader Quiz Points: 8 

Genre: Graphic Novel 

British Values Link: Mutual Respect 

School Virtues Link: Compassionate 

Accelerated Reader Bookfinder Page 

 

Raspberries on the Yangtze, by Karen 

Wallace 

ZPD: 4.3 

Accelerated Reader Quiz Points: 4 

Genre: Young Adult Fiction 

British Values Link: Mutual Respect 

School Virtues Link: Generous 

                        Accelerated Reader Bookfinder Page 

 

Liccle Bit, by Alex Wheatle 

ZPD: 4.6 

Accelerated Reader Quiz Points: 10 

Genre: Crime 

British Values Link: Individual Liberty 

School Virtues Link: Compassionate 

Accelerated Reader Bookfinder Page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Small Steps, by Louis Sachar 

ZPD: 4.2 

Accelerated Reader Quiz Points: 7 

Genre: Young Adult Fiction 

British Values Link: Rule of Law 

School Virtues Link: Wise 

Accelerated Reader Bookfinder Page 

 

The Tulip Touch, by Anne Fine 

ZPD: 4.2 

Accelerated Reader Quiz Points: 7 

Genre: Crime 

British Values Link: Rule of Law 

School Virtues Link: Wise 

Accelerated Reader Bookfinder Page 

 

 

Welcome to Nowhere, by Elizabeth 

Laird 

ZPD: 4.6 

Accelerated Reader Quiz Points: 10 

Genre: War 

British Values Link: Tolerance 

School Virtues Link: Compassionate 

                        Accelerated Reader Bookfinder Page 

 

https://www.arbookfind.co.uk/bookdetail.aspx?q=200918&l=EN&slid=546598457
https://www.arbookfind.co.uk/bookdetail.aspx?q=203061&l=EN&slid=546600009
https://www.arbookfind.co.uk/bookdetail.aspx?q=200400&l=EN&slid=546600907
https://www.arbookfind.co.uk/bookdetail.aspx?q=240981&l=EN&slid=546598921
https://www.arbookfind.co.uk/bookdetail.aspx?q=203768&l=EN&slid=546600213
https://www.arbookfind.co.uk/bookdetail.aspx?q=229411&l=EN&slid=546600989
https://www.arbookfind.co.uk/bookdetail.aspx?q=212592&l=EN&slid=546599378
https://www.arbookfind.co.uk/bookdetail.aspx?q=200742&l=EN&slid=546600605
https://www.arbookfind.co.uk/bookdetail.aspx?q=231480&l=EN&slid=546601132


Bridge to Terabithia, by Katherine 

Paterson 

ZPD: 4.6 

Accelerated Reader Quiz Points: 5 

Genre: Young Adult Fiction 

British Values Link: Mutual Respect 

School Virtues Link: Compassionate 

                        Accelerated Reader Bookfinder Page 

 

 

Looking For JJ, by Anne Cassidy 

ZPD: 4.9 

Accelerated Reader Quiz Points: 10 

Genre: Crime 

British Values Link: Rule of Law 

School Virtues Link: Forgiveness 

Accelerated Reader Bookfinder Page 

 

 

Goggle Eyes, by Anne Fine 

ZPD: 5.1 

Accelerated Reader Quiz Points: 6 

Genre: Young Adult Fiction 

British Values Link: Tolerance 

School Virtues Link: Wise 

Accelerated Reader Bookfinder Page 

 

 

A Kestrel for a Knave, by Barry Hines 

ZPD: 5.4 

Accelerated Reader Quiz Points: 9 

Genre: Young Adult Fiction 

British Values Link: Individual Liberty 

School Virtues Link: Compassionate 

Accelerated Reader Bookfinder Page 

The Outsiders, by S.E. Hinton 

ZPD: 4.7 

Accelerated Reader Quiz Points: 7 

Genre: Crime 

British Values Link: Rule of Law 

School Virtues Link: Wise 

Accelerated Reader Bookfinder Page 

 

 

 

All Fall Down, by Sally Nicholls 

ZPD: 4.9 

Accelerated Reader Quiz Points: 10 

Genre: Historical Fiction 

British Values Link: Mutual Respect 

School Virtues Link: Compassionate 

Accelerated Reader Bookfinder Page 

 

 

Coraline, by Neil Gaiman 

ZPD: 5.1 

Accelerated Reader Quiz Points: 5 

Genre: Fantasy 

British Values Link: Tolerance 

School Virtues Link: Curious 

Accelerated Reader Bookfinder Page 

 

 

The Haunting, by Margaret Mahy 

ZPD: 5.5 

Accelerated Reader Quiz Points: 5 

Genre: Horror 

British Values Link: Individual Liberty 

School Virtues Link: Curious 

Accelerated Reader Bookfinder Page 

Madame Doubtfire, by Anne Fine 

ZPD: 4.9 

Accelerated Reader Quiz Points: 6 

Genre: Young Adult Fiction 

British Values Link: Tolerance 

School Virtues Link: Forgiveness 

Accelerated Reader Bookfinder Page 

 

 

 

Lord of the Flies, by William Golding 

ZPD: 5.0 

Accelerated Reader Quiz Points: 9 

Genre: Allegory 

British Values Link: Tolerance 

School Virtues Link: Wise 

Accelerated Reader Bookfinder Page 

 

 

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the 

Night-Time, by Mark Haddon 

ZPD: 5.4 

Accelerated Reader Quiz Points: 10 

Genre: Mystery 

British Values Link: Mutual Respect 

School Virtues Link: Compassionate 

                        Accelerated Reader Bookfinder Page 

 

I Am David, by Anne Holm 

ZPD: 5.6 

Accelerated Reader Quiz Points: 8 

Genre: Adventure 

British Values Link: Tolerance 

School Virtues Link: Curious 

Accelerated Reader Bookfinder Page 

 

 

https://www.arbookfind.co.uk/bookdetail.aspx?q=200003&l=EN&slid=546601731
https://www.arbookfind.co.uk/bookdetail.aspx?q=206830&l=EN&slid=546604927
https://www.arbookfind.co.uk/bookdetail.aspx?q=201783&l=EN&slid=546606364
https://www.arbookfind.co.uk/bookdetail.aspx?q=217230&l=EN&slid=546607914
https://www.arbookfind.co.uk/bookdetail.aspx?q=200074&l=EN&slid=546602153
https://www.arbookfind.co.uk/bookdetail.aspx?q=222025&l=EN&slid=546606178
https://www.arbookfind.co.uk/bookdetail.aspx?q=205839&l=EN&slid=546606874
https://www.arbookfind.co.uk/bookdetail.aspx?q=201958&l=EN&slid=546608254
https://www.arbookfind.co.uk/bookdetail.aspx?q=201920&l=EN&slid=546604397
https://www.arbookfind.co.uk/bookdetail.aspx?q=200140&l=EN&slid=546606265
https://www.arbookfind.co.uk/bookdetail.aspx?q=206658&l=EN&slid=546607392
https://www.arbookfind.co.uk/bookdetail.aspx?q=201618&l=EN&slid=546608675


Journey to the River Sea, by Eva 

Ibbotson 

ZPD: 5.6 

Accelerated Reader Quiz Points: 12 

Genre: Young Adult Fiction 

British Values Link: Individual Liberty 

School Virtues Link: Gratitude 

                        Accelerated Reader Bookfinder Page  

 

The Giver, by Lois Lowry 

ZPD: 5.7 

Accelerated Reader Quiz Points: 7 

Genre: Science Fiction 

British Values Link: Democracy 

School Virtues Link: Wise 

Accelerated Reader Bookfinder Page 

 

 

The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas, by 

John Boyne 

ZPD: 5.8 

Accelerated Reader Quiz Points: 7 

Genre: Historical Fiction 

British Values Link: Tolerance 

School Virtues Link: Compassionate 

                        Accelerated Reader Bookfinder Page 

 

The Secret Garden, by Frances 

Hodgson Burnett 

ZPD: 6.3 

Accelerated Reader Quiz Points: 13 

Genre: Young Adult Fiction 

British Values Link: Mutual Respect 

School Virtues Link: Curious 

                        Accelerated Reader Bookfinder Page 

 

 

Z for Zachariah, by Robert C. O’Brien 

ZPD: 5.6 

Accelerated Reader Quiz Points: 9 

Genre: Adventure 

British Values Link: Rule of Law 

School Virtues Link: Curious 

Accelerated Reader Bookfinder Page 

 

 

Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar 

Children, by Ransom Riggs 

ZPD: 5.7 

Accelerated Reader Quiz Points: 13 

Genre: Historical Fiction 

British Values Link: Tolerance 

School Virtues Link: Compassionate 

                        Accelerated Reader Bookfinder Page  

 

Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s 

Stone, by J.K. Rowling 

ZPD: 6.0 

Accelerated Reader Quiz Points: 12 

Genre: Fantasy 

British Values Link: Individual Liberty 

School Virtues Link: Curious 

                        Accelerated Reader Bookfinder Page 

 

The Colour of Magic, by Terry Pratchett 

ZPD: 6.4 

Accelerated Reader Quiz Points: 11 

Genre: Fantasy 

British Values Link: Rule of Law 

School Virtues Link: Curious 

Accelerated Reader Bookfinder Page 

 

 

 

Chinese Cinderella, by Adeline Yen 

Mah 

ZPD: 5.6 

Accelerated Reader Quiz Points: 12 

Genre: Autobiography 

British Values Link: Mutual Respect 

School Virtues Link: Generous 

                        Accelerated Reader Bookfinder Page 

 

Shadowmancer, by G.P. Taylor 

ZPD: 5.7 

Accelerated Reader Quiz Points: 7 

Genre: Science Fiction 

British Values Link: Democracy 

School Virtues Link: Wise 

Accelerated Reader Bookfinder Page 

 

 

Coram Boy, by Jamila Gavin 

ZPD: 6.3 

Accelerated Reader Quiz Points: 14 

Genre: Historical Fiction 

British Values Link: Individual Liberty 

School Virtues Link: Gratitude 

Accelerated Reader Bookfinder Page 

 

 

The Lie Tree, by Francs Hardinge 

ZPD: 6.4 

Accelerated Reader Quiz Points: 17 

Genre: Historical Fiction 

British Values Link: Mutual Respect 

School Virtues Link: Gratitude 

Accelerated Reader Bookfinder Page 

 

https://www.arbookfind.co.uk/bookdetail.aspx?q=204240&l=EN&slid=546608947
https://www.arbookfind.co.uk/bookdetail.aspx?q=220915&l=EN&slid=546660991
https://www.arbookfind.co.uk/bookdetail.aspx?q=209058&l=EN&slid=546661836
https://www.arbookfind.co.uk/bookdetail.aspx?q=200013&l=EN&slid=546662553
https://www.arbookfind.co.uk/bookdetail.aspx?q=200180&l=EN&slid=546660198
https://www.arbookfind.co.uk/bookdetail.aspx?q=229672&l=EN&slid=546661329
https://www.arbookfind.co.uk/bookdetail.aspx?q=200738&l=EN&slid=546661993
https://www.arbookfind.co.uk/bookdetail.aspx?q=203409&l=EN&slid=546663005
https://www.arbookfind.co.uk/bookdetail.aspx?q=204752&l=EN&slid=546660543
https://www.arbookfind.co.uk/bookdetail.aspx?q=206563&l=EN&slid=546661438
https://www.arbookfind.co.uk/bookdetail.aspx?q=204258&l=EN&slid=546662265
https://www.arbookfind.co.uk/bookdetail.aspx?q=229118&l=EN&slid=546663146


The hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy, 

by Douglas Adams 

ZPD: 6.6 

Accelerated Reader Quiz Points: 8 

Genre: Science Fiction 

British Values Link: Tolerance 

School Virtues Link: Curious 

                        Accelerated Reader Bookfinder Page 

 

The Woman in Black, by Susan Hill 

ZPD: 7.2 

Accelerated Reader Quiz Points: 8 

Genre: Horror 

British Values Link: Individual Liberty 

School Virtues Link: Curious 

Accelerated Reader Bookfinder Page 

 

Treasure Island, by Robert Louis 

Stevenson 

ZPD: 8.3 

Accelerated Reader Quiz Points: 12 

Genre: Adventure 

British Values Link: Rule of Law 

School Virtues Link: Wise 

                        Accelerated Reader Bookfinder Page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How I Live Now, by Meg Rosoff 

ZPD: 6.7 

Accelerated Reader Quiz Points: 8 

Genre: Adventure 

British Values Link: Democracy 

School Virtues Link: Wise 

Accelerated Reader Bookfinder Page 

 

 

Animal Farm, by George Orwell 

ZPD: 7.3 

Accelerated Reader Quiz Points: 5 

Genre: Allegory 

British Values Link: Democracy 

School Virtues Link: Wise 

Accelerated Reader Bookfinder Page 

 

1984, by George Orwell 

ZPD: 8.9 

Accelerated Reader Quiz Points: 17 

Genre: Dystopian Fiction 

British Values Link: Democracy 

School Virtues Link: Wise 

Accelerated Reader Bookfinder Page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Day of the Triffids, by John 

Wyndham 

ZPD: 6.9 

Accelerated Reader Quiz Points: 15 

Genre: Science Fiction 

British Values Link: Rule of Law 

School Virtues Link: Curious 

                        Accelerated Reader Bookfinder Page 

 

The Hound of the Baskervilles, by 

Arthur Conan Doyle 

ZPD: 8.3 

Accelerated Reader Quiz Points: 11 

Genre: Mystery 

British Values Link: Rule of Law 

School Virtues Link: Wise 

                        Accelerated Reader Bookfinder Page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.arbookfind.co.uk/bookdetail.aspx?q=200327&l=EN&slid=546663358
https://www.arbookfind.co.uk/bookdetail.aspx?q=224823&l=EN&slid=546664267
https://www.arbookfind.co.uk/bookdetail.aspx?q=200093&l=EN&slid=546664940
https://www.arbookfind.co.uk/bookdetail.aspx?q=207151&l=EN&slid=546663574
https://www.arbookfind.co.uk/bookdetail.aspx?q=200134&l=EN&slid=546664659
https://www.arbookfind.co.uk/bookdetail.aspx?q=202457&l=EN&slid=546665162
https://www.arbookfind.co.uk/bookdetail.aspx?q=203739&l=EN&slid=546663893
https://www.arbookfind.co.uk/bookdetail.aspx?q=200210&l=EN&slid=546664774

